
Museum Explorer
Primary and Secondary Sources 

 at the First Divison Museum

Primary Sources are original items or records that were actually at the event. 
Secondary Sources are created after the event. They interpret or discuss a primary source.

Artifacts
An artifact is an object from the past. You will know you have a real primary source artifact if it is in a 
case with a label. Find 3 artifacts to fill out the grid below. Talk about your answers with your group.

Artifact 1 Artifact 2 Artifact 3
What is it? What is it? What is it?

When is it from? When is it from? When is it from?

Who used it? Who used it? Who used it?

What can you learn from it? What can you learn from it? What can you learn from it?
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Images: Photographs & Artwork
Find primary and secondary images in the exhibits. Talk about your answers with your group.

Primary Source Image: Photograph Secondary Source Image: Artwork
What is it? What is it?

When is it from? When is it from?

Who used it? Who used it?

What can you learn from it? What can you learn from it?

Videos
Find primary and secondary vidoes in the exhibits.Talk about your answers with your group.

Primary Source Video Secondary Source Video
What is it? What is it?

When is it from? When is it from?

Who used it? Who used it?

What can you learn from it? What can you learn from it?
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